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ABSTRACT 

Assault and battery within the school system have emerged as significant challenges that threaten 

students’ safety, academic performance, and psychological well-being. Schools are expected to 

provide secure and supportive environments for learning and character development; however, 

incidents of physical, verbal, sexual, and psychological violence increasingly undermine these 

objectives. This study examines the concept of assault and battery in the school system, 

highlighting their various forms, causes, challenges, and effects on students and the overall 

learning environment. Factors such as bullying, poor home upbringing, academic stress, weak 

school discipline, and excessive corporal punishment are identified as major contributors to 

violent behavior in schools.  
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Introduction 
The school system is fundamentally designed to provide a safe, orderly, and supportive environment 
for teaching, learning, and character development. Educational institutions play a critical role not only 
in academic instruction but also in shaping students’ moral values, social behaviour, and emotional 
well-being. However, the increasing occurrence of violent behaviors such as assault and battery 
within schools has become a major concern for educators, parents, policymakers, and society at 
large. These acts of violence threaten the core objectives of education by creating fear, insecurity, 

and psychological distress among students and staff (UNESCO, 2019). According to Akpunonu, 

(2019), Okechukwu (2025) and Ilodigwe (2026), assault and battery are legal and social concepts 

often associated with criminal behavior, but they are increasingly evident within the school 
environment. Assault refers to an intentional act that causes another person to fear or apprehend 
imminent harmful or offensive contact, while battery involves the actual physical infliction of harm or 
unwanted contact (Finkelhor et al., 2021). In schools, these acts may occur in various forms, including 
bullying, physical fights, excessive corporal punishment, sexual harassment, and teacher–student or 
student–student violence. Such incidents may happen within classrooms, hostels, playgrounds, or 
even during school-related activities. 

Against this background, this study examines cases of assault and battery within the school system, 

highlighting their causes, forms, challenges, and effects. It also proposes practical solutions and 

recommendations aimed at promoting a peaceful, safe, and conducive learning environment 

necessary for effective education and holistic development. 
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Legal and Conceptual Definitions 

According to Ucheagwu-Okoye (2019), Eze (2023) and Anushiem and Anushiem (2025), Assault 

refers to the act of intentionally creating in another person the reasonable fear of imminent harmful 

or offensive contact, even if no physical contact occurs. In educational settings, as noted by Iloka, 

(2021) and Eze and Chukwuma (2023) and Anushiem (2026), this includes threats, gestures, or 

intimidating behavior that makes learners or staff fear immediate harm, such as raising a fist, 

threatening language, or menacing actions (Russo, 2025).  In contrast, battery involves the actual 

use of physical force against another person without consent, resulting in offensive touching or 

physical injury. This could include hitting, pushing, kicking, or throwing objects at someone, 

whether student-on-student, student-on-teacher, teacher-on-student, or staff-on-student (Russo, 

2025).  

 

Distinction between Assault and Battery 

Assault and battery, although frequently discussed together, Ucheagwu-Okoye (2021), Chukwuma 

(2025) and Anushiem (2025) noted that they are distinct concepts with important legal and 

disciplinary differences, especially within school environments. Assault refers to any act that 

intentionally causes another person to reasonably fear imminent harmful or offensive contact, even if 

no physical contact ever occurs. In other words, the essence of assault lies in creating fear or 

apprehension of harm rather than inflicting actual physical injury (Russo, 2025). For example, if a 

student raises a clenched fist and threatens to strike another student, causing the latter to fear that 

harm is immediate and unavoidable, this behavior would be classified as assault even when no 

physical contact is made. This is because the threatened harm itself produces emotional distress, fear, 

and disruption of normal school activities (CDC, 2023). 

 

In contrast, as noted by Anushiem, Anushiem, Nwakoby and Ilodigwe (2025), battery occurs when 

an individual intentionally makes physical contact with another person without consent, resulting in 
offensive touching, injury, or even the potential to cause injury. Battery is grounded in the actual 
physical execution of force, regardless of whether the harm causes injury visible to the naked eye. 
For example, if a student punches, pushes, or strikes another student or staff member, battery has 
occurred through the unlawful application of force (Finkelhor et al., 2022). Importantly, battery does 
not require severe injury; even minimal, unwanted physical contact constitutes battery when it is 
offensive or without consent (NIJ, 2022). 
 

This distinction, according to Eze and Iloka (2022), Anushiem (2024) and Chukwuma (2025),  has 
significant implications for school disciplinary procedures as well as legal consequences. Many 
educational institutions develop codes of conduct that separately define and sanction assault and 
battery, recognizing that threats of violence and actual violent contact require different responses and 
interventions. For instance, school policies may assign detention or counseling for first-time threats 
(assault), whereas repeated or severe physical attacks (battery) could lead to suspension, expulsion, 
or referral to law enforcement (UNESCO, 2024). 
 

Forms of Assault and Battery in Schools 

Research on school organizations has identified several forms of assault and battery which are part 

of a broader spectrum of harmful behaviours that include physical, verbal, cyber, and 

psychological forms of school violence (NIJ, 2022).  

https://unilaws.org/unilaws
https://unilaws.org/unilaws


Unizik Journal of Educational Laws and Leadership Studies (UNILAWS)   
VOL. 5 (1), May-August, 2026; https://unilaws.org/unilaws 

E-ISSN (Online): 1595-6172               ISSN (Print): 1595-6156 
 

202 

UNILAWS; Vol. 5 (1), MAY-AUGUST, 2026; https://unilaws.org/unilaws 
 

• Physical violence includes fights, pushing, slapping, weapon carrying, and other actions 

that cause bodily harm or have the potential to do so.  

• Psychological or non-contact aggression involves actions such as threats, intimidation, 

humiliation, and social exclusion — which may not involve physical contact but still create 

fear or emotional harm.  

• Sexual assault and harassment also fall under the broader umbrella of assault and battery 

in educational contexts, especially when unwanted physical contact or coercion is involved.  

This broader perspective aligns with global research showing that school violence is 

multidimensional, including both contact and non-contact behaviors that undermine safety and 

well-being.  

Impact on Rights and School Climate 

Violence in schools, particularly in the form of assault and battery, as noted by Akpunonu, (2025) 

and Iloka, (2023) and Eze (2022), has profound implications not only for individual learners but also 
for the broader educational environment. Schools are expected to provide safe, inclusive, and 
supportive spaces where students can learn without fear of harm. However, acts of physical, verbal, 
sexual, or psychological violence directly undermine these fundamental rights. According to global 
reviews, both physical and psychological forms of school violence—including assault and battery—
violate students’ basic rights to safety, dignity, and access to education (MDPI, 2024; WHO, 2023). 
When these rights are compromised, students are less likely to engage fully in classroom activities, 
participate in school programs, or feel a sense of belonging within the school community. 

The normalization of assault and battery within schools exacerbates the problem. In some cases, 

peer culture may valorize aggression, creating a climate where violence is viewed as a legitimate 

method of resolving conflicts or asserting dominance. Similarly, inadequate school discipline or 

tacit acceptance of corporal punishment by educators can reinforce a culture of violence, sending 

implicit messages that harmful behaviors are permissible. When such normalization occurs, it not 

only increases the frequency of violent incidents but also erodes the moral and ethical climate of 

the school (NIJ, 2022; Russo, 2025). 

According to Akpunonu, and Eze, (2022) and Eze, and Iloka (2022), the deterioration of the school 

climate due to persistent violence has several measurable consequences. Trust among students, 
teachers, and parents declines, reducing cooperation and communication. Students may avoid 
certain areas of the school, isolate themselves socially, or develop anxiety and fear that hinder 
academic performance. Teachers may feel unsafe, demoralized, or unable to maintain effective 
classroom management, which in turn disrupts teaching and learning processes. Over time, the 
persistence of assault and battery contributes to poor learning outcomes, absenteeism, school 
dropout, and the development of antisocial behaviour among learners (Finkelhor et al., 2022; Olweus, 
2021). 

Moreover, violence in schools negatively affects equity and inclusion. Vulnerable groups, 

including girls, students with disabilities, or those from marginalized communities, are often 

disproportionately affected by assault and battery, further compromising their right to quality 

education. This unequal exposure to violence can widen educational disparities and perpetuate 

social inequality (MDPI, 2024). 
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In summary, assault and battery in schools do more than cause immediate physical or emotional 

harm—they fundamentally threaten the rights of learners and disrupt the school climate. To 

maintain safe, effective, and inclusive learning environments, it is essential to recognize the impact 

of these violent behaviors and implement proactive interventions that uphold students’ rights and 

promote a culture of respect, discipline, and safety (UNESCO, 2024; WHO, 2023). 

Battery, on the other hand, involves the actual application of unlawful physical force on another 

person without consent. In schools, battery occurs when physical contact results in injury, pain, or 

offensive touching, such as slapping, punching, kicking, pushing, flogging, or throwing objects at 

students or staff (Finkelhor et al., 2015). Battery may be intentional or reckless and often follows 

acts of assault. Assault and battery in schools can occur in different relational forms. Student-on-

student violence includes fighting, bullying, and gang-related attacks. Teacher-on-student battery 

may arise through excessive corporal punishment or physical discipline that exceeds acceptable 

limits. Student-on-teacher violence includes threats, physical attacks, or destruction of property 

directed at educators. These acts may take place in classrooms, playgrounds, hostels, or during 

school-organized activities, thereby disrupting the learning environment and undermining school 

authority (UNESCO, 2019). Assault and battery within the school system are serious forms of 

school violence that disrupt learning, threaten safety, and violate students’ rights to a secure 

educational environment. While these terms are often used together, they represent distinct but 

related concepts that are widely discussed in both legal and educational research. 

Assault and battery within school systems constitute a significant aspect of school violence 

research, encompassing physical attacks, bullying, psychological aggression, and sexual 

victimization. Scholars increasingly view school violence as a multidimensional phenomenon 

involving students, teachers, parents, and institutional climates. This literature review synthesizes 

empirical studies and scholarly analyses to provide an exhaustive overview of cases, prevalence, 

patterns, causes, and consequences of assault and battery in educational settings. 

Causes of Assault and Battery in Schools 

Ucheagwu-Okoye (2025) and Akpunonu and Eze (2021) noted that there are several interrelated 

factors contribute to the occurrence of assault and battery within the school system. One of the 

most prominent causes is bullying and peer pressure, where students use violence as a means of 

asserting dominance, gaining popularity, or intimidating others. Victims of bullying may also 

retaliate violently, leading to cycles of assault and battery within the school community (Olweus, 

2021). 

Another significant cause is poor home upbringing and exposure to domestic violence. Children 

who grow up in violent households or unstable family environments are more likely to exhibit 

aggressive behaviors in school, as they tend to model the behavior they observe at home (Bandura, 

1977). Lack of parental supervision, emotional neglect, and inconsistent discipline further increase 

the likelihood of violent conduct among students. 

The absence of effective discipline, supervision, and school management structures also 

encourages assault and battery. When school rules are unclear or poorly enforced, students may 

perceive violence as acceptable or consequence-free behavior. Overcrowded classrooms, 
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inadequate security, and lack of trained counselors further compound the problem, making it 

difficult to identify and manage aggressive tendencies early (UNESCO, 2019). 

Additionally, stress, frustration, and academic pressure, particularly during adolescence, can 

trigger aggressive behavior. Academic failure, examination anxiety, and social rejection often lead 

to emotional outbursts that manifest as physical or verbal violence. In some cases, unresolved 

conflicts between students escalate into assault and battery due to poor conflict-resolution skills 

(WHO, 2020). 

Furthermore, corporal punishment by teachers remains a contentious issue in many school 

systems. While discipline is necessary, the excessive or unlawful use of physical punishment may 

legally amount to battery and contribute to a culture of violence within schools. Such practices can 

normalize aggression, encourage student resistance, and damage teacher–student relationships 

(Finkelhor et al., 2021). 

Effects of Assault and Battery on the School System 

Assault and battery have far-reaching negative consequences on the school system, affecting 

students, teachers, and the overall learning environment. One of the most significant effects is the 

decline in students’ academic performance. Victims of violence often experience trauma, fear, and 

emotional distress, which reduce concentration, motivation, and participation in class activities. 

Frequent absenteeism may also occur as students attempt to avoid unsafe school environments, 

thereby leading to poor academic outcomes (UNESCO, 2021). 

In addition to academic challenges, assault and battery contribute to serious psychological and 

emotional problems among victims. Exposure to violence can result in fear, anxiety, depression, 

low self-esteem, and post-traumatic stress symptoms, particularly among children and adolescents 

who are still developing emotionally (WHO, 2020). These psychological effects may persist long 

after the violent incident, affecting students’ social relationships and overall well-being. 

Assault and battery also undermine the sense of safety and trust within the school community. 

When violence becomes common, schools are perceived as hostile environments, leading to 

strained relationships among students, teachers, parents, and administrators. Teachers may feel 

unsafe or demoralized, which can negatively affect classroom management and instructional 

quality (Olweus, 2021). 

In severe or prolonged cases, continuous exposure to violence may lead to school dropout, 

delinquency, and antisocial behavior. Students who regularly witness or experience assault and 

battery are more likely to engage in aggressive behavior themselves, perpetuating a cycle of 

violence both within and outside the school system. This situation ultimately threatens the broader 

goal of education as a tool for social development and peaceful coexistence (Finkelhor et al., 2021). 
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Solutions  

To effectively curb assault and battery in the school system, a comprehensive and collaborative 

approach is required.  

1.  Schools should establish and enforce clear policies, rules, and codes of conduct that explicitly 

define assault and battery, outline acceptable behavior, and specify appropriate disciplinary 

measures. Consistent enforcement of these policies helps deter violent behavior and promotes 

accountability (UNESCO, 2021). 

2. Teacher training and capacity building are essential. Teachers should be trained in classroom 

management techniques, child psychology, and non-violent disciplinary methods to prevent the 

misuse of corporal punishment and reduce teacher-student conflicts. Such training fosters a more 

supportive and respectful learning environment (Finkelhor et al., 2021). Parental involvement is 

equally important. Parents and guardians should actively monitor their children’s behavior, 

reinforce positive values at home, and maintain open communication with schools. Finally, 

collaboration with law enforcement agencies, child protection services, and educational authorities 

is necessary to address severe cases of assault and battery, ensure justice for victims, and uphold 

students’ rights. 

3. Guidance and counseling units should be strengthened and adequately staffed with trained 

professionals to support students experiencing emotional distress or aggressive tendencies. 

Counseling services can help students develop anger-management skills, emotional intelligence, 

and healthy coping strategies, thereby reducing the likelihood of violent behavior (WHO, 2020). 

4. Schools should also promote conflict resolution, peer mediation, and anti-bullying programs 

that encourage peaceful handling of disputes. Teaching students effective communication and 

problem-solving skills can significantly reduce reliance on violence as a means of resolving 

conflicts (Olweus, 2023). 
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